
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : FRIDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2015 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU DISAPPOINTED BY MURDER OF GLEBELANDS HOSTEL BLOCK 

CHAIRMAN 

THE KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Mr Willies 
Mchunu, has expressed grave concerns and disappointment at the continued incidents 
of killings in Glebelands Hostel, Umlazi, following the killing of block chairman, Bongani 
Mthembu, last night. 

 

The full details of the incident remain a subject of police investigations. However, it has 
been confirmed that Mthembu, 54, was shot and killed last night at the hostel. 

Mthembu’s murder follows the recent killing of Mr Richard Mbona, the ANC Branch 

Chairman of Ward 76 who was shot and killed last week at a taxi rank next to Umlazi’s 

Glebelands Hostel. Already, police have arrested one suspect in connection with the 

murder of Mbona. 

 

Today (13 November 2015), Mchunu condemned the murder of Mthembu, describing 
the situation at the hostel as unacceptable, adding that extra-ordinary interventions 
were required to end the ongoing violence. 

He expressed concern that Mthembu’s murder occurred a week after the murder of 
Mbona but welcomed the swift arrest of one suspect for the murder of Mbona. 



“It is imperative that we together find mechanisms to address the situation at 
Glebelands hostel. The on-going killings of residents are totally despicable and 
must come to an immediate end. Government is applying multi-prong strategies 
to address the situation which include deploying law enforcement agencies, 
facilitating dialogue and improving safe and security measures at the hostel. 

 “Already, police have arrested a number of suspects in various cases relating to 
the hostel.  The communities at Glebelands and KwaZulu-Natal must condemn 
the ongoing violence and unite to close the space for the perpetrators. 

“We urge all the residents at the hostel to observe restraint and allow the police 
investigations to continue. Once again, we urge anyone who might have any 
information that might lead to the arrests of the suspects to come forward so the 
perpetrators of this murder are brought to justice,” said Mchunu. 

 

He also expressed his heartfelt condolences to Mthembu’s family, friends and 
colleagues. 

 

Enquiries:            Sipho Khumalo @082-682-6437 

Sipho.Khumalo@comsafety.gov.za 

OR  

Kwanele Ncalane 

    072 803 1462/079 6995755 

    Kwanele.Ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za. 
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